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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See Form PCT/IPEA/416 


International ^plication No. 

PCT/JP2003/012145 


International filing date {day/month/year) 
24 September 2003 (24.09.2003) 


Priority date {day/montJt/year) 
24 September 2002 (24.09.2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G04G 1/00, G04C 10/00, H02J 7/35, H03B 5/32 


Applicant 


CITIZEN WATCH CO, LTD. 





• * — — — — ^ «%/^vrAi, W.3l.aUllDllMi UJf una IIJ 

Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. 13 (sent to the c^plicantcmd to the International Bure€m)2ito\s^ g_ 



. sheets, as follows: 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

Q sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contam an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. Q (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

— _ . — _ — , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
13 Box No. Ill 
Box No. IV 
1X1 Box No. V 

IXI Box No. VI 
n Box No. VII 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and mdustrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or mdustrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 



□ 

Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

26 April 2004 (26.04.2004) 



Date of completion of this report 

03 December 2004 (03.12.2004) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PjRELIlflBniY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



nal application No. 

CT/JP2003/012145 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



^' ^S'h^J — "^3^ the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language - - - 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose o£ ~' 

mtemational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

^' S.wT'^r elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an imitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): * jr j"'^'* 

The international application as originally filed/furnished 

the description: 



pages 




2-39 


, as originally filed/tonished 


pages* 


1 


received by this Authority on 


26 April 2004 (26.04.2004) 


pages* 




received by this Authority on 




^ the claims: 
pages 




7, 9-13 


. as originally filed/fumished 


pages* 




, as amended (together with anv statemenfi under Article 1 Q 


pages* 


3, 5,8 


received by this Authority on 


26 April 2004 (26.04.2004) 


pages* 


1,4,6 


received by this Authority on 


14 October 2004 (14.10.2004) 


DKI the drawings: 
pages 




1-23 


, as originally filed/fumished 


pages* 




received by this Authority on 




P^®^* received by this Authorily on 



O a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3. 12SJ Tbe amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 



the claims, Nos. 2, 14, 15 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs, 

I I the sequence listing (specify)-. 



□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to tills report and listed below had not been 
S?70 2(t)) ^^^^ considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in tiie Supplemental Box 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : ^ 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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bnal ^plication No. 

PCT/JP03/12145 



Box No. n Priority 



This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to fomish within the prescribed time 
limit the requested: 

I I copy of the earlier application v/hosc priority has been claimed ^ule 66.7(a)). 

I I translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(b)). 

2. I I This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found 
mvalid (Rule 64.1). Thus for the puq)ose of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be 
the relevant date. 



3* Additional observations, if necessary: 



The constitution for "boosting stop instruction signal output means" described in claims 3 and 4 is not 
described in the specification, claims and drawings of the application that is the basis of tiie priority 
claim. 

Also, the constitution of 'time information memory means" described in claim 5 is not described in 
the specification, claims and drawings of the application that is the basis of the priority claim. 

Therefore, the opinions regarding claims 3 through have been prepared with the international 
application date as a relevant date. 

Also, regarding claims 8 through 13 selectively citing claims 1, 3 through 7, the opinions have been 
prepared with the priority date as a relevant date for citations of claims 1, 6 and 7, and with the 
international application date as a relevant date for citations of claims 3 through 5. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP03/12145 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



L Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1,3-13 YES 

Claims NO 



Inventive step (IS) Cl^ms 1, 3-5, 7-13 YES 

Claim 6 NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1,3-13 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 57-45483, A (Citizen Watch Co., Ltd.) 

March 15, 1982 (03.15.82), Fxill text, all drawings (Family: none) 
Document 2: JP, 7-92507, B2 (Seiko Epson Corporation) 

October 9, 1995 (10.09.95), Full text, all drawings (Family: none) 
Document 3: JP, 7-8108, B2 (Casio Computer Co., Ltd.) 

January 30, 1995 (01.30.95), Page 2, colunm 4, lines 25-33, Fig. 1 (Family: none) 

The invention relating to claim 6 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 and 2, and well-known art. 

Document 1 cited in the ISR is found to describe "an electronic clock comprising supply 
voltage generating means for generating supply voltage lower than prescribed operating voltage, 
oscillation signal output means for outputting prescribed oscillation signals by inducing supply 
voltage, boosting means for boosting the supply voltage generated by supply voltage generating means 
to at least a prescribed operating voltage, and timekeeping means for timekeeping by inducing the 
prescribed operating voltage based on prescribed oscillation signals outputted by oscillation signal 
output means. 

Also, document 2 cited in the ISR is found to describe "an electronic clock comprising supply 
voltage generating means for converging external energy into electrical energy to generate supply 
voltage, boosting means for boosting the supply voltage, supply voltage detecting means for detecting 
whetiier the supply voltage has been boosted to a prescribed operating voltage by boosting means, and 
boosting control means for controlling boosting means and boosting the supply voltage imtil supply 
voltage detecting means detects a prescribed voltage." 

Further, an electronic clock comprising boosting means wherein boosting means starts 
boostmg "after oscillation signal output means has started" is well-known art (if necessary, see 
docxmient 3 cited in the ISR). 

Configuring the electronic clock described in document 1 so as to comprise supply voltage 
generating means, supply voltage detecting means, and boosting control means as described in 
document 2 would be easy for a party skilled in the art. 

The inventions relating to claims 1, 3-5 and 7-13 are not described in any of the documents 
cited in the ISR; nor are they obvious to a party skilled in the art. 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



International application No. 

^fcpCT/JP03/12145 



L Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No, Publication date Filing date Priority date (valid claim) 

Patent No. - (day/month/year) (day/month/year) (day/montWyear) 

JP 2002-280834 A 27.09,2002 16.03.2001 16.03.2001 

[EX] 

JP 2003-084085 A 19.03.2003 11.09.2001 11.09.2001 
[EX] 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure referring to non-written disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/month/year) 



1 
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